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City approves new trash plan 


St. Paul moving to coordinated pickup, ending era of residents choosing their hauler 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


In St. Paul, a “pick your own haul- 
er” tradition that dates back to the 
1970s is about to get dumped. 

By this time next year, the city 
will likely oversee residential gar- 


bage collection, leaving only one 
trash truck serving each alley. 
After 14 months of negotiations, 
seven contract proposals and 10 
drafts, St. Paul officials say they 
have reached an agreement for 
coordinated collection with the 
city’s 15 private waste haulers. 


The city council will vote on the 
contract next Wednesday and set 
rates the following week. 

“This contract allows us to pro- 
vide residents with efficient and 
equitable service at reasonable 
and uniform rates,” Mayor Chris 
Coleman said in a written state- 


ment. “It also ensures that all cur- 
rent haulers will maintain their 
market share, which was one of 
my top priorities. It is the right 
direction for garbage collection in 
Saint Paul.” 
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Packers flying their fleece flags 
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A bundled-up South St. Paul fan celebrates after the Packers defeated Simley 41-6 in a Class 4A 
section final Friday at South St. Paul’s Ettinger Field. The Packers advance to the state quarterfinals 
for a fifth consecutive season. More in Sports, Page 1B. 


Female lawmakers allege sexual harassment 


Women tell of lewd comments, unwelcome advances in U.S. House 


By Erica Werner 
and Juliet Linderman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — For GOP Rep. 
Mary Bono, the suggestive com- 
ments wouldn’t stop from one 


male colleague. He even 
approached her on the House 
floor to tell her he’d been thinking 
about her in the shower, she says. 

Bono, who served 15 years 
before being defeated in 2012, is 
not alone. 


As reports flow out almost daily 
of harassment or worse by men in 
entertainment, business and the 
media, one current and three for- 
mer female lawmakers tell the 
Associated Press they, too, have 
been harassed or subjected to hos- 


tile sexual comments — by fellow 
members of Congress. 

The revelations Friday prompt- 
ed renewed calls for Congress 
to tighten its training and report- 
ing procedures. House Speaker 
Paul Ryan sent a memo to fellow 
lawmakers encouraging them to 
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Sessions again feeling heat from Trump and Democrats 


President presses attorney general to investigate Clinton, DNC 


By Zeke Miller and Sadie Gurman 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The nation’s 
chief law enforcement officer 
found himself in a familiar spot 
Friday: belittled by the president, 
pressured to investigate political 
opponents and sucked back into 
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the center of the storm around the 
investigation into the Trump 
administration’s campaign ties to 
Russia. 

In President Donald Trump’s 
Cabinet, Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions appears to be perpetual- 
ly in the hot seat, yet he has made 
clear he’s not going anywhere. In 
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an administration where top aides 
serve at the president’s displea- 
sure, the former Alabama senator 
has shown he is more than willing 
to absorb the blows. 

Trump paused to hit Sessions 
with yet another indignity just 
before he left the White House for 
a 12-day Asia trip increasingly col- 
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ored by his domestic political trou- 
bles. Asked if he would fire the 
attorney general if he doesn’t 
investigate his Democratic politi- 
cal rivals, Trump said, “I don’t 
know.” He continued to vent his 
frustration with the top prosecu- 
tor. 

“Tm not really involved with the 
Justice Department,” he said. “Td 
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Struggles 
continue 
down at 


the DVS 


Renewals, titles slowed 
as glitches haunt new 
computer system 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota’s new computer system 
for vehicle titles and license plate 
tab renewals is still not running 
smoothly. 

The result: Drivers are driving 
with “expired” plates, and car deal- 
ers and license office workers are as 
frustrated as their customers. 

As the system churns through a 
backlog of delayed work since its 
July launch, a software upgrade 
within the past week fixed some 
problems but created new ones. It 
came amid a normal end-of-the- 
month crush of traffic, causing a 
fresh round of delays for people try- 
ing get titles for their vehicles or 
renew their license plates, accord- 
ing to interviews with people 
involved. 

On Thursday, the entire system 
went down statewide for several 
hours. 

Depending on whom you ask, the 
situation has gotten better or 
worse since a botched rollout of 
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Dayton 
devotes 
$16.6M to 
opioid fight 


Several agencies will 
get funding bump from 
state, federal grants 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton is 
dedicating $16.6 million in state and 
federal money to help address Min- 
nesota’s growing opioid crisis, 
which took 376 lives last year. 

More than 30 agencies statewide, 
including tribal governments, coun- 
ties and community groups, will be 
awarded the money over the next 
three years. It will be focused on 
prevention, treatment and recovery 
programs. 

“This funding is critical to all our 
efforts to stop the terrible damage 
we've seen to individuals, families, 
and communities,” Emily Piper, 
Minnesota’s human services com- 
missioner, said in a statement 
announcing the grants. “No one 
needs to die of opioid overdose; too 
many lives have been lost already.” 

Piper and Lt. Gov. Tina Smith 
announced the new spending Fri- 
day at the Wayside Recovery Center 
in St. Louis Park. Wayside will 
receive $721,800 to expand a peer 
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